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VISITORS TO THE SCHOOLS
The Board encourages parents and other citizens to visit the District’s schools and
classrooms to observe the work of students, teachers and other staff. Since schools are a place of
work and learning, however, certain limits must be set for such visits. The building principal or
his or her designee is responsible for all persons in the building and on the grounds. For these
reasons, the following rules apply to visitors to the schools:
The Board of Education and staff of the School District welcome parents and other
interested citizens in visiting our schools periodically during the course of the school year.
The Superintendent of Schools is directed to establish regulations which will encourage
and permit access of authorized persons to the school, and at the same time safeguard the
educational program from disruptions and distractions and maintain safety and security.
For the purpose of this policy, a visitor is defined as employees/students outside of their
home school, Board members, parents, other adults, other residents, and non-students.
Furthermore, principals are authorized to establish additional rules or other procedures to define
regulations about visitors in their schools, as long as those rules do not conflict with Board
policies or the Superintendent's regulations or directions.
The Board recognizes that many visitations will occur as part of scheduled open
community events or specifically inviting a particular category of visitors, e.g., open houses,
parent-teacher conference meetings, athletic or music events, parent-teacher organization
meetings, etc. At these times it is impractical to have everyone sign in at the office, although
there may be a requirement that visitors are asked to sign in elsewhere.
All visitors must report immediately to the office or reception area upon entering a school
building. All visitors who stay are expected to sign a ledger and wear appropriately the
designation as a visitor.
Any unauthorized person on school property, anyone engaging in questionable or
inappropriate conduct, or an individual where a question exists about their visitor status shall be
immediately reported to an administrator, a security officer or other responsible staff member.
Visits to school buildings shall be in accordance with Board policies, administrative
regulations and school-based rules. Signs directing visitors to the office/reception area where
copies of such procedures will be readily available, are to be posted in conspicuous places
around the building.
Board of Education members who visit schools of their own volition have no more
authority than any other citizen and are expected to follow this policy as any other visitor. The
Board of Education realizes its responsibility to protect the rights of students to learn, teachers to
teach and of all persons associated with providing School District service to perform their duties
free from undue interference. The professional and educational activities of the School District
can flourish only in a safe and secure environment where the behavior of individuals is
characterized by respect, civility, following established rules and self-restraint.
Parents or guardians may wish to visit their child's classroom at other than regularly
scheduled times. This kind of visitation may be scheduled after talking with the principal and/or
the teacher to discuss how to best accommodate and schedule the request. Parents should realize
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that teachers' first obligation is to the students, therefore, lengthy discussion or conferences must
be scheduled for another time. Such visits are encouraged.
Visitors are expected to have a purpose and a particular designation in mind and, therefore,
are not free to roam school property, unescorted.
Persons not following this policy, administrative regulations, or school-based
rules/procedures will be asked to leave by school personnel. Any individual who refuses will be
considered as trespassing and the police will be contacted.
Education Law Section 2801
Penal Law Sections 140.10 and 240.35
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